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and E—contiguous with it, and it has also two narrow patches —F and G—contiguous with small portions of its boundary. The patch A is comparatively narrow in the direction between G and E, and is rapidly encroached on by those two large patches C and E, and becomes narrower than before, without necessarily being shortened in length. Also, during the same time, the narrow patches F and G collapse, each at its place of meeting with the boundary of A ; and in each case where the collapse takes place a bounding line is left between the two, which come together, as is shown by mn and pq in fig. 3, the patches F and G of fig. 2 having retired to their new positions, shown as F and G in Fig. 3. A little later, and the patch A is observed to have disappeared entirely, by collapsing into the line st in fig. 4.
Multitudinous varieties of changes, partaking more or less of the general character of those here described, may be noticed in
Fig. 3.
Fig. 4.
various watchings of the behaviour of the soapy liquid from time to time. The patches, with their boundaries, when viewed with favourably applied light, show appearances as if each patch were formed as the top of a column of slowly rising fluid, having a mother-of-pearl-like lustre, seemingly at a little distance below the surface of the liquid, and with a thin layer of more translucent liquid lying on the tops of these pearly patches. It seems to be that there is on the whole a very slow ascending motion in these columnar spaces, and that above, there is a thin superficial layer of cooler and seemingly more translucent liquid, receiving perpetually new supplies from the rising substance of those columns, and flowing outwards over each column top, and that the two sheets, spreading out on each of two contiguous columns, plunge downwards, where they meet in the mutual bounding line of the two spaces or column tops, and so form a descending current or septum.